
The Twelve most important attributes of Leadership by Co-operation 

Cooperative or collaborative leadership focuses on shared power, mutual respect, and working alongside 
team members rather than commanding from above.  

The twelve most important attributes of leadership by co-operation are:-  

1. Active Listening and Open Communication: Cooperative leaders prioritize two-way dialogues.  
They actively listen to alternative perspectives, encourage open expressions of opinion, and ensure that 

communication flows freely across all levels rather than just top-down.  

2.  Inclusivity and Participatory Decision-Making: Instead of dictating choices, a cooperative leader 
involves team members in the decision-making process. They value diverse viewpoints and integrate them 

into organizational strategies.  

3.  High Emotional and Social Intelligence: Understanding and navigating group dynamics requires deep 

empathy. Cooperative leaders tune into the emotional climate of their teams, manage conflicts 
constructively, and build harmonious working relationships.  

4.  Mutual Respect and Trust: Trust is the cornerstone of cooperation. These leaders treat everyone at 

"eye-level", respecting individual contributions and assuming positive intent from their team members.  

5.  Shared Accountability and Responsibility: Cooperative leadership distributes both autonomy and 

responsibility. Leaders take macro-ownership of the team's direction while empowering individuals to take 
personal ownership of their tasks and outcomes.  

6.  Empowerment and Delegation: Rather than micromanaging, cooperative leaders act as facilitators. 

They provide their team with the resources, authority, and confidence needed to excel independently.  

7.  Adaptability and Flexibility: Because collaborative environments involve multiple moving parts and 

opinions, leaders must remain flexible. They readily adapt to changing circumstances, shifting priorities, 
and new ideas brought forth by the team.  

8.  Transparency: Co-operation cannot thrive in a vacuum of secrets. Cooperative leaders are transparent 

about organizational challenges, goals, and metrics, fostering an environment of shared truth and 
alignment.  

9.  Constructive Conflict Resolution: Disagreements are natural when diverse minds collaborate. A 

cooperative leader addresses friction openly, turning debates into constructive problem-solving sessions 
rather than letting them fester. 

10. Collective Vision and Purpose: While the style is democratic, a strong north star is still necessary. 
Cooperative leaders unite the group around a shared purpose, ensuring everyone understands how their 
individual roles contribute to the common goal.  

11.  Patience and Supportiveness: Building consensus takes time. Cooperative leaders exhibit the 
patience required to guide groups through collaborative problem-solving and support team members 
through individual learning curves.  

12.  Ego-Free Humility: Cooperative leadership requires putting the team's success ahead of personal 

glory. Humble leaders readily admit their own mistakes, give credit where it is due, and recognize that the 
collective intelligence of the group surpasses that of any single individual.  


